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very middle of the Indian continent, and their boundaries
touched upon all the three Presidencies of Bengal, Bombay
and Madras. They were made up of several pieces; one piece
being taken from the North-western Provinces, another from
Bengal, while the third and most important consisted of the
Nagpur province; the several portions being thus combined
into an administrative whole by one of the latest acts of
Lord Canning's Government. Geographically they comprised
a part of the two parallel ranges of mountains, namely,
those of the Vindhya and the Satpura, together with the
intermediate valleys and submontane tracts adjacent to
the hills. Consequently their scenery is more diversified
than that of any Indian province south of the Hima-
layas. The mountain ranges stretch for hundreds of miles,
and have in some places a height of four thousand feet
above sea-level; their rocks are fine specimens of trap and
sandstone formations; their sides are often clothed with
forests; and they give birth to many rivers. It is at Amar
Kantak, the culminating point of the Satpura range, that
the river Nerbadda rises, in a verdant plateau environed by
forests of Sal (Shorea robusta), and for several months of the
year deluged by ceaseless rainfall. There the dense fogs,
clouds and mists of midsummer and autumn give place to the
beauties of a bright and sunny, though cold, winter and a deli-
cious spring. The Nerbadda, at first a tiny babbling brook,
falls after a short distance in a flashing line of light over a
black precipice of trap. Then, after meandering for many miles
between the steep hillsides, it forces its passage through a mass
of marble, before entering the plains near Jabalpur. The
brilliant white walls, by which the river is here hemmed in,
are the celebrated marble rocks, justly esteemed as forming the
gem of all the natural beauties in India. In another part of
the Satpura range, mighty sandstone rocks at Pachmari rise up
abruptly to a height of 4500 feet (above sea-level) in the midst
of the great trap formation. This place has been made a
sanitarium and summer resort for Europeans. The precipices,
magnificently scarped and coloured with all the tints of red,